Pentecost
What is Pentecost? This is a very special time in the Bible when the disciples and other
Christians received the Holy Spirit. Before I explain why and how this happened there's a few
things you need to know first.
God didn't just pick any day for this to happen. Like everything God does, he has a specific
time, purpose and reason for it and Pentecost was no exception.
Pentecost occurred 50 days after Easter Sunday or 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus
had already gone back to Heaven so the disciples and new believers of Jesus were waiting to
receive the Holy Spirit because that's what Jesus told them would happen. Plus, since Jesus
wasn't with them anymore the Holy Spirit would help bring them closer to God.
Just before Jesus was taken up to heaven he told them that they would receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on them and they'd be his witnesses in the whole world . Even more, he told
them much earlier that the counselor (or Holy Spirit) would be sent by the Father, that He
would teach them all things and remind them of everything he said to them.
So, the Holy Spirit is super helpful to us! He becomes a part of us when we become a Christian
and understand that Jesus died and rose for us. When we're ready to try to live a life pleasing to
God the Holy Spirit becomes part of us so we have a part of God with us all the time.
The day of Pentecost was a bit different though. People had already become Christians but the
Holy Spirit wasn't a part of them yet. This would be the first time everyone who was a
Christian would receive the Holy Spirit.
Pentecost was a day to celebrate the end of the grain harvest. It was like Thanksgiving is for us.
The disciples and other Christians had come together to thank God and suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a strong wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting.
Next they saw tongues of fire that separated and came to rest of each of them.
When the tongues of fire came they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in
different languages.
Things must have sounded crazy! Imagine all these people speaking many different languages
at the same time and shouting out praises to God excited that something amazing from God had
just happened to them.
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