Year A  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 2, 2011
Matthew 21: 33-43

How do we reflect on the cruelty and injustice of the tenants in the story Jesus tells in today’s Gospel?  The words cruel, malicious, murderers, self-serving, come to mind.

It is difficult to apply these ugly traits to ourselves, and so easy to apply them to the Chief Priests and Pharisees. But we should pause to consider whether this story might have meaning for us personally.

The intense preparation of the vineyard easily applies to the body, life, spirit, abilities and individuality given to us.  Each one of us is individually suited, developed and blessed to produce appropriate good fruit.  Just like the tenants in the story we are capable of producing the expected fruit.

The first questions are, “Are we actually producing the expected fruit?”  “Do we produce less than we should?”  “Is it even acceptable fruit?”
Then we can ask, “Are we like the self-serving tenants wishing to keep the fruits for oursleves and for our own benefit?” 

The story obviously expects that the tenants should turn over the produce or profit to the owner.  Do we return the fruits of our labor to our Creator?  What fruits can and do we actually produce?  How, in fact, do we go about giving the fruit of our labor back to our Creator?
As noted above each one of us is individually suited to produce good fruit.  Every second we live, every breath we take, can be offered in thanksgiving for the blessings received.  But we never think about each second we live or each breath we take.  We are more preoccupied about what we are to do today, tomorrow and thereafter.

Perhaps we should focus more on the actual moments we are now living, as well as the actual talents we have.  We might then focus more on how to use them better to praise and thank our Creator.

If you don’t know where to start, look to the words of Jesus throughout the Gospels.  “Love the Lord, your God, with your whole heart, whole soul, whole mind and whole strength.  And love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Loving your neighbor as you love yourself is using your time, talents and treasure for others.  “Whatever you do for the least of my brethern, you do for me.”  Paraphrased, Jesus might say,  whatever fruit you produce for others is fruit given to me.
